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 It is April! The Lenten journey is almost over, and then comes Easter. Have we 
spiritually prepared? Have we grown spiritually? Are we ready for Resurrection? For new 
life in Christ?  
 Spiritual growth - how does it occur? We know the basics: worship, prayer, 
studying of the scriptures, etc. John Wesley called this, “attaining to the ordinances of 
God.” That was rule #3 for the people called Methodists. Of course, the first two we also 
know: #1 - Do no harm and #2 - Do good. The three “simple” rules for Methodist Societies. 
They were to spur spiritual growth. Little by little, God’s Spirit would mold us and make us 
into a new creation.   
 Maturing in faith and spiritual growth are goals that most Christians want to 
accomplish. But most of the time it is hard for us to see except in hindsight. Looking back 
at where we were five years ago compared to today. Is more fruit of the Spirit evident in 
my life? *[“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness,  gentleness, and self-control” (Galatians 5: 22-23).] That is one good 
measurement, but not the only one of course.   
 The reality is that spiritual growth takes time and experience. But there seems to 
be certain times and experiences that sometimes accelerate spiritual growth. I can only 
speak from my experiences, both personal experiences and observing the experiences of 
others. But what I have observed, or lived out, is that much of our spiritual growth and 
maturing in faith comes from 3 main ways: highs, lows, and encounters with the other. 
Let’s think about these one at a time.  
 
#1 - Highs - these are those mountain-top experiences. They may come from spiritual 
retreats, special events or concerts, Emmaus Walks or pilgrimages, visits to cathedrals or 
monasteries, or perhaps a moment walking at sunrise along the ocean, or sitting atop a 
mountain after a long hike. Things that make us feel small, yet connected to God and 
others.  
 
#2 - Lows - these are moments that shock us into considering what is important to us in 
life. It could be a near death experience or a variety of health issues such as a heart 
attack, etc. It could be a war, or traumatic events such as 9/11 or a massive hurricane. 
Things that let us see how little control we actually have in this world, and how dependent 
we are upon God and others.   
 
#3 - Encounters with the Other - these take us out of our comfort zone and in so doing, 
we are sometimes totally awkward and uncomfortable, yet more open to the Spirit. These 
are our mission trips, service projects, tutoring kids, feeding the homeless, visiting the sick 
and imprisoned, dining with the poor, or perhaps even studying scripture or being in a 
“LifeGroup” with people who think or act differently.  
 

—------ 
 

 In thinking about your own spiritual growth and maturing in your faith, what events, 
experiences, or practices have made a difference for you? How can you increase, or do 
more of those things? What does Trinity UMC offer that you could participate in?  
 May the fruit of the Spirit become stronger and more evident in each of our lives as 
we become new creations in Christ. 
 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new is here! - 2 Corinthians 5: 17 NIV 

 
Grace, peace, and blessings,  
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2023 Holy Week and Easter Season Worship  

 

April 2 - Palm/Passion Sunday - “This is the Day”  
 

April 6 - Maundy Thursday @ 6:30pm - “Commanded to Love”  
 

April 9 - Easter Sunday - “The End that Wasn’t”  
 *Easter Breakfast @ 10am in the gym  
 

#A Living Hope: A 6 Week Series on 1 Peter & the Psalms 
Join us  for this journey into the new world of a living hope that 

is ours in the resurrection as we give thanks to God.  
 

April 16 - A Living Hope: “Fullness of Joy”  
Scriptures: Psalm 16 and 1 Peter 1: 3-9  
 

April 23 - A Living Hope: “Loosening the Bonds”  
Scriptures: Psalm 116: 1-4, 12-19 and 1 Peter 1: 17-23 
 

April 30 - A Living Hope: “Guardian of the Soul”  
Scriptures: Psalm 23 and 1 Peter 2: 19-25 
 

May 7 - A Living Hope: “Like Living Stones”  
Scriptures: Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16 and 1 Peter 2: 2-10 
 

May 14 - A Living Hope: “Always Be Ready”  
Scriptures: Psalm 66: 8-20 and 1 Peter 3: 13-22 
 

May 21 -  A Living Hope: “Casting Your Cares”  
Scriptures: Psalm 68: 1-10, 32-35 and 1 Peter 4: 12-14; 5: 6-11  
 

May 28 - Pentecost Sunday (wear red) 
      One Combined Service @ 11am 

Memorial Day Weekend Fun, Food, and Fellowship following service  
 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

The Oasis Service @ 9:00am in our Fellowship Hall - our version of a modern,      
laid-back service with a praise band, family tables, community prayer, holy communion, 
and message.  
 
The Traditions Service - @ 11am in our sanctuary - Traditions have a place here: 
choirs, handbells, hymns, liturgy, and sermon.  
 
Sunday Worship Recordings - available Monday afternoons (except holidays) 

Watch for an email with links for the services. 
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Online Giving 
  You may give online at www.trinityanderson.org/giving-2/. Create your own 
account by visiting the website and clicking on give and following the instructions 
there. Creating your own account lets you monitor your giving at any time during the 
year. For those who wish to give one-time gifts, you may also do that by clicking on 
“click here to give now.” You do not have to create an account to give one time. 
 Certain funds are already listed. If you do not see a fund to which you wish to 
give or make a payment, choose one that is closely related and make a note in the 
comment section or send an email to trinityadm1809@gmail.com with the details of 
the transaction. Thank you! 

Sympathy 
 

The Trinity Congregation expresses 
Christian love and sympathy to 
 

 Laurie Miller upon the death of 
her father, Billy Berley 

Gift 
 

General Fund 
In memory of Jerry Griffin by: 
 Barbara Jane Stowe 

                      Red Shoe Reflections with Rev. Kathryn 
 Each of us has things that we tend to focus on or move toward, themes that we 
seem to find and foster in our lives. When it comes to Scripture, I would have to say that 
the theme I am drawn to and find comfort in most is one of light. Maybe it’s because I 
was scared of the dark as a child or maybe it's for another reason 
altogether. Regardless, I am drawn to the light and what it represents. Matthew 5: 14-16 
tells us, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. People do not light a lamp 
and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Jesus is the Light of the world, but each of us have that 
light in us as well. We are called to shine it before others; to let the Light of Jesus shine in us so that 
all can see it. I started a new book just yesterday called Sacred Earth Sacred Soul by John Phillip 
Newell. In it, Newell explores the Celtic traditions that have influenced Christianity. The view is that 
all is sacred because God created it and therefore all things have God in them. We are all created 
with a part of God in our soul; we each have the Light of Christ in our hearts. We are marked and set 
apart. As we let our light shine, we are to also look for the light in others. Each person we meet is 
also a sacred creation bearing the Light. Newell mentions a conversation he had with a Mohawk 
Elder after a talk he gave years ago; the Elder asked, “As I have been listening to these themes, I 
have been wondering where my people would be tonight, and I have been wondering where we 
would be as a Western world tonight, if the mission that had come to us from Europe centuries ago 
had come expecting to find light in us?”   
 Do I encounter people and not see the Light in them? Do I focus on everything else and not 
see the sacred piece of God in their soul? And what am I missing by not seeing the Light in 
others? Are you missing the Light in others? As we move into Holy Week and Easter, we reach 
Good Friday when we remember that the world tried to extinguish the Light and failed. Join me in 
celebrating the Light by seeing it first in everyone we meet, by letting the sacred piece of God in my 
soul reach out to the sacred piece in yours. 
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Thank You for Your Gifts! 
 

Ways to Give: 
 

Sunday offering—place in designated 
         offering boxes 
 

In Person—drop off at the church office 
 

Online—trinityanderson.org/giving-2/ 
    then choose the fund to which 
    you wish to give 
 

Mail— Trinity United Methodist Church 
 1809 N. Main Street 
 Anderson, SC  29621 

#BeUMC 
 

“The United Methodist Church is founded on a Wesleyan theology of grace, 
anchored in Scripture, and based in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ and 
the continuing movement of the Holy Spirit.”  
- Foundation Statement from ResourceUMC.org/BeUMC 
 

—----------------- 
 

Notice what comes first for The UMC - grace. God’s beautiful, marvelous grace. 
Without grace, who could stand before God? Then “anchored in Scripture” which John 
Wesley and United Methodists call “divinely inspired” and “containing everything 
necessary for salvation.” Then we look to Jesus’ “life and teachings” as we learn what 
it is to be a disciple. And finally, the “continuing movement of the Holy Spirit.” God is 
NOT finished with us yet!  
 

Thinking about the continuing movement of the Holy Spirit, I thought of my                  
4 Questions I ask when reading scripture ….I have mentioned these a few times. I 
continue to have folks ask me, “What are those questions you ask again when reading 
scripture?” So here they are:  
 
1. What can I learn about God? Jesus? Holy Spirit? 
 
2.  What can I learn about humanity? Myself? 
 
3.  Where or what is the Good News? 
 
4.  What is/are the challenge(s) for me today? 

 
Reading scripture with these questions in mind, at least for me, allows for the 
“continuing movement of the Holy Spirit.” It brings it to life and makes it a living Word.  
 

God’s grace, Scripture, life and teachings of Jesus Christ, and the continuing 

movement of the Holy Spirit. That is what it means to #BeUMC.   

General Fund  January   February  

Beginning Balance  $   22,088.26   $11,761.37  

Income  $   38,103.57   $42,131.77  

Expenses  $   48,430.46   $45,559.01  

Ending Balance  $   11,761.37   $  8,334.13  

   

Monthly Mission   can collection   $     675.00  

   

Apportionments   

$76,916.00  0.00 0.00 

Trinity Financial Update 
The General Fund is our non-designated fund 
from which our operational expenses are paid. 
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April 2023 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for attending the 

World Day of Prayer event March 3rd.  
 

Thank you for supporting Kairos March 13th! 
 

United Women in Faith Reading Program 
To find any information about the Reading Program, 
go to the United Women in Faith website at 
www.uwfaith.org/read. 
There you will find the Reading Program lists for 2015
-2023. You can read from the lists from 2018-2023 
this year if you haven’t counted a book previously. 
The Reading Program reporting form can be 
downloaded at the website. 
There is also a form that lets you suggest a book to be 
considered for the Reading Program. 
Have you enjoyed the United Women in Faith 
Reading Program over the years? Consider joining 
their team of volunteer evaluators. At the heart of the 
Reading Program is the work of numerous volunteer 
evaluators who read and review assigned books, 
offering careful and candid feedback regarding the 
books’ overall quality and alignment with our mission. 
If you are interested in serving as a Reading Program 
volunteer/evaluator in 2023, please take 10-15 minutes 
to complete the interest form here: 
forms.gle/KaXWomUXc13dthYG6. 
If you have compliments or complaints about a book 
on the Reading Program, send them to Emily Jones, 
ejones@uwfaith.org. 
Written by Beth Addis for the March Anderson 
District Network News.  The full article is available at 
umcsc.org/women/ 
 

Our 2023 Reading Lists are due August 30th. 
It takes only five books to earn Plan I certificate. 

 
Cancelled Stamp Collection Update 

After October 1, 2023, the SC Conference United 
Women in Faith will not be collecting cancelled 
stamps. If you would like to continue collecting them, 
they may be mailed to: 
Marion Mission Storehouse 
PO Box 38, 402 E. Highland Avenue 
Marion, IN 46952 
Thank you for supporting this international mission 
collection. Your stamps made a difference! 

 
Dates to Remember –through July 

April emphasis month for 
Columbia Bethlehem Community Center 

 
April 1- Anderson District Day Apart/ 9:30 – 
 11:30am/Mount Zion UMC Central -no 
 registration 
 
April 5 – 5:15pm – Hope Class – UWF Officer 
 Planning Meeting 
 
April 9 – Easter – Our Lord is risen! 
 
April 19 – 10 am – Asbury Hall – Trinity UWF 
 Unit Meeting 
 
April 22 -SCCUWF Spiritual Growth Event/ 
 10am/ virtual – must register 
 
May 17 – 10 am – Asbury Hall – Trinity UWF 
 Unit Meeting 
 
May 20 – SCCUWF Come Together Be 
 Together/10am/virtual– must register 
 
June 24 – SCCUWF Charter for Racial 
 Justice/10am/virtual– must register 
 
July 20-22 – SCCUWF Mission u/Spartanburg 
 Methodist College– must register by  July 1st 

 

 
Current Officers: 

Co Presidents – Cathy Ford +Johnette Sherwood 

Vice  President  
Secretary – Beth Addis 
Treasurer – Debra Keeney 
Communications 
Secretary of Program Resources 
Four Mission Coordinators: 
Education & Interpretation 
Membership Nurture & Outreach 
Social Action – Pamela Miller  
Spiritual Growth 
Nominations – Pamela Miller + Vicki Powell 
Directory – Beth Addis 
Historian 
 
 
We hope to see you at our next Trinity UWF 
meeting April 19, 10 am in Asbury Hall. Our 
primary purpose is “to know God.” Join us! We 
hope to see you there! 

https://uwfaith.org/ 
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Hello, friends!   
 

 Our KIDS midweek lessons has been 
extended.  It will end on April 26 with a little 
celebration.  We will take a pause through the 

summer and resume in the fall. Visit our website for news on special 
events and summer fun.  Our Sunday lessons continue throughout the 
year. Check out our special summer opportunities to grow in faith through 
our TGIF, VBS, Easter fun and church-wide events.   
 Our Easter EGG-stravaganza event is planned for Easter 
Saturday, April 8, 2023, from 10:00 a.m.– 12:00 p.m. in the gym. There 
will be activities every BUNNY will enjoy, so HOP on over to the gym at 
10:00 AM to visit the stations and play a game or two.  There may be a 
little messy fun, so dress is cute, but casual. 
 On Easter Sunday, we will not have a Sunday School lesson 
upstairs.  Instead, we will be celebrating the empty tomb, the risen 
Lord, as one body of Christ at a breakfast in the gym.  Come 
celebrate.  He did it for you. 
 Beginning this month, our 3rd-5th graders will meet again for a 
JAM Session at the McDonalds on 81 near McCants Middle School.  
JAM stands for Jesus and Me (or Jesus and Milkshakes or Jesus and 

McDonalds - however it is easiest to remember).  We 
will meet at 3:30 PM on the third Friday of each month, 
which falls on April 21 this month. Children can be 
dropped off with a few bucks for a snack and picked up 
at 4:30 PM.  This bible study group will meet every 
month, even through the summer months.  Please join 
us as you are able. 

What’s Happening in a Glance 

April Edition Words to Ponder:    

"God loves each of us  
as if there were only  

one of us.  
– Saint Augustine. 

Sunday School  
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM  
Lesson: Bee Amazed 
(The Easter Story) 

April 2, 2023 
Easter Story 
 

April 9, 2023 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

April 16, 2023 
Science 
 

April 23, 2023 
Art and Snack 
 

April 30, 2023 
Mission Sunday 
 

JAM Session 

April 21, 2023  

McDonalds on 81 

3:30 PM - 4:30 PM 

 
Key Passage: 

19 I will give them an  
undivided heart and  
put a new spirit in  

them; I will remove  
from them their heart  

of stone and give  
them a heart of flesh.  
– Ezekiel 11:19 NIV 

Ways to Connect 

Midweek Wednesday Night Bible Study will take a pause for the Summer.  We will not meet during Spring 
Break (April 12). Our last midweek date will be on April 26.  We will resume after Summer.  The kids can get 
picked up from the children’s wing classrooms at 7:00 PM or hang out with their friends until 7:30 PM for 
dismissal directly to parents’ cars at the gym door.  
 

NOTE: The drive beside the gym is a one way drive.  Please use caution. 

Remind 101 - text @kfcceb to 81010 to be add-

ed to the Children’s Ministry class.    

Follow us:  
facebook.com/trinityandersonkids 

https://graciousquotes.com/saint-augustine/
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The Well Youth Ministry 

Please Take Note: 
Thank you to all for supporting our 
youth ministry and for hanging in 
there through changes and hiccups.  
We are getting excited about the 
plans for the future.   
 
The yard sale is coming back… in 
May!  Start looking around the 
house for items that need a new 
home.   
 
We are hoping to have a 
Sweetheart Dinner later this year as 
a substitute for the Valentine’s 
Dinner fundraiser.   
 
We heard the voices and both of 
these events have been requested 
by several folks.  Our youth are a 
vital part of our church body and 
they thrive when our whole church 
thrives.  Keep pouring into our 
ministries.  They will overflow into 
the communities around us. 

 
 

What is The Well? 
The Well (aka the Trinity youth 
group), based on John 4, is where 
we come not only to learn 
about the living water offered by 
Jesus, but also to live and grow in 
relationship with the living God and 
in relationship with each other. 
 

We strive to experience God 
through teaching, events, service, 
and fellowship. 
 

We would love for you to join us on 
Sunday or Wednesday nights or for 
one of our upcoming events! 

Sunday, April 2 
5:30 pm  The Well 
 
Wednesday, April 5 
5:30 pm  Midweek Well 
 
Sunday, April 9 
   No Well 
 
Wednesday, April 12 
   No Well 
 
Sunday, April 16 
5:30 pm  The Well 
 
Wednesday, April 19 
6:30 pm  Midweek Well 
**Note Time and Location Change  
NO PTL MEAL: We will meet at Krispy Kreme 
at 6:30 pm for a short lesson. Bring money for 
drinks.  Donuts will be provided. 

 
Sunday, April 23 
5:30 pm  The Well 
 
Wednesday, April 26 
6:30 pm  Midweek Well 
**Note Time and Location Change  
NO PTL MEAL: We will meet at Krispy Kreme 
at 6:30 pm for a short lesson. Bring money for 
drinks.  Donuts will be provided. 

 
Sunday, April 30 
5:30 pm  The Well 
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Discipleship News 
 

Life Groups 
Wednesdays    6:30 pm 

Chris Lynch (clynch@umcsc.org) 
Asbury Hall 

 

“Young at Heart” (YAH) Game Days 
April 6 & 20 

Game Days for our senior adults 
1:00 - 4:00 pm in the family room 

Prime Time Live (PTL) Wednesdays 
Here’s what you need to know: 
 Remember to sign up each week at: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/4090944aba62aa5fd0-prime. If you wish to be on a standing list, contact Dava 
House at 803-917-0599. 

 

 Our guide for payment to cover our costs is: $7 for adults, $5 for ages 8-17, and   
$3 for children age 8 & under. (family of 4 - $20; family of 5 - $25) 

 

 Place cash or check in basket on dining tables or pay online through our website at 
www.trinityanderson.org. 
 

Menus for April are (and will include beverage and dessert): 
   5 — Hot dogs or brats, baked beans, salad or chicken nuggets, tater tots 
19 — TBD 
26 — TBD 

                 Outreach News 
 

                      Casting Purls 
                           April 6 & 20 

Join our Casting Purls ministry (our knitting and crocheting crafters) 
in Asbury Hall from 1-3 pm. Contact Pamela Miller (864-314-3241) 
or Cynthia Keesler (864-276-4406) for  more information. 

Graduate Recognition 
Our 2023 graduates will be recognized at our 
worship services. All high school, home 
school, technical school, or college graduates, 
please notify the church office (864-224-2531) 
to give your name, from where you are 
graduating, and which church service you 
attend by Sunday, April 23. 

mailto:clynch@umcsc.org
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Stephen Ministry News 

For those who have suffered a loss or who are going through a difficult time, 
Easter can be a time of painful loneliness and emptiness. If you are smiling on the 
outside but full of pain on the inside, and the joy of Easter seems far away, help is 
available. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide confidential, one-to-one 
Christian care. They will listen, care, encourage, and pray with and for you. 
Stephen Ministers have been specially trained to meet your emotional and 

spiritual needs; male Stephen Ministers are always matched with men, and female Stephen 
Ministers are matched with women.  
 If you or someone you know is hurting and you want to find out more about Stephen Ministry 
feel free to contact Rev. Kathryn Bariou, Trinity’s staff Stephen Leader at kmbariou@umcsc.org or 
Rev. Roy Mitchell at rmitchell@umcsc.org or by calling 864-224-2531. Our Stephen Ministers are 
there to care! 

  Monthly Mission News 
       Weekend Snackpack 

  Childhood hunger is a silent epidemic that affects nearly 1 in 4 children. For the poorest 
school-age children, Friday night begins the Weekend Meal Gap, two days when the school lunch 
programs are not available and the children have little or nothing to eat. These children come back 
to school on Mondays, famished and weak, thinking only of the free meal that will come at breakfast 
and/or lunchtime. 
 Through the Weekend SnackPack Program, teachers and counselors at elementary schools 
in Anderson County, Districts 1-5, identify children who are at the greatest risk of falling into the 
Weekend Meal Gap. Free and reduced breakfasts and lunches are only available during the week, 
so the program provides needy children with meals to take home on Fridays. Each enrolled child 
receives a bag of child-friendly, ready-to-eat foods on Friday to take home for the weekend, when 
school meals are not available. Children return to school on Monday, well-fed and ready to learn. 

EASTER AT TRINITYEASTER AT TRINITY 

 

April 6April 6  
    Maundy Thursday ServiceMaundy Thursday Service  
    6:30 pm, Sanctuary6:30 pm, Sanctuary 

 

  

April 9April 9 

    Easter SundayEaster Sunday  
        9:00 am Oasis Worship9:00 am Oasis Worship  
                                      Fellowship HallFellowship Hall  
 

    10:00 am Breakfast10:00 am Breakfast  
                                      GymGym  
 

    11:00 am Traditions Worship11:00 am Traditions Worship  
                                      SanctuarySanctuary 

mailto:Kmbariou@umcsc.org
mailto:rmitchell@umcsc.org
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UM News: Your official source of 
comprehensive information and news about 
The United Methodist Church. 
 

https://www.umnews.org/en/ 

Employment Opportunity 
Part-time Church Custodian 

Monday—Friday 
30 hours 

Contact David Ford, davidtumc@gmail.com, for more information or to submit an 
application and resume. You may also contact the church office at 864-224-2531. 

Facilities / Campus Report April 2023 
 April provides a welcome arrival of warm weather, beautiful blooming trees, 
flowers, shrubs, and the excitement of special things to come. 
 Over the past year, Trinity has explored the options and various possibilities to 
partner with Epworth Children’s Home to help provide needed office space to serve 
foster families in Anderson, Oconee, and Pickens Counties. Rev. Kathy James 
(Director of Church Relations for Epworth) toured Trinity House last year and found 
that with some renovations our “little white house” would be a great location to expand 
their ministry. God blessed Epworth with the necessary grant funding and donations 
late last year to provide services to our corner of the state. God also blessed Trinity 
with a generous donation for renovations from a caring Trinity family wanting to help 
support missions. Our Board of Trustees and Church Council unanimously approved 
this project that will soon serve families and children in our area. 
 The renovations to Trinity House include new LED lighting throughout, fresh 
interior paint (outside already contracted), new flooring in one office and repairs to 
others, new bathroom fixtures, two new interior doors, and new window coverings. We 
started this project with a demo team consisting of dedicated church members who 
removed items from the building, removed carpet and sub-flooring in one room, and 
prepared the facility for renovations. Our plans are to have the facility available for 
Epworth to begin its Upstate Ministry this month. Epworth will furnish the facility as 
needed for their operations, pay their staff, utilities, and other monthly expenses. We 
are looking forward to a great partnership with this long-time supported ministry and 
welcome your prayers and continued support. 
 Let’s welcome our 2023 Board of Trustee members: Billy Rhodes, Mike 
Strickland, Bob Hill, and Marie Loftis. We are currently planning other projects around 
our facilities to upgrade our property and will be excited to share in the coming months 
as they unfold. 
 Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

David Ford – Facilities Manager 
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Notes to Trinity 
The need for hope is great in Anderson. With your donations and support, you help change 
lives with the Gospel. For that we say, Thank you!! 

Visit havenofrest.cc 
 

 I want to express my gratitude for your gift to Safe Harbor. Together with you, we are 
able to offer refuge and hope to women and their children in desperate need of a safe place 
to start a new life. 
 Because of your generous support, we are able to provide a holistic approach to 
ending the cycle of domestic violence in our communities. This not only includes our crisis 
intervention and supportive services for victims, but our prevention, community education, 
and outreach initiatives as well. Together, we are building a safer, brighter future for all. 
 On behalf of our clients, staff, and Board of Directors, thank you. You are helping to 
change the lives of survivors of domestic abuse both individually and collectively for 
generations to come. 

Gratefully, 
Danny Varat, Ph. D., CEO 

MidWeek in May Series - 2023  
5:30-6:30pm - Fellowship Hall  

Wednesdays - May 3, 10, 17, and 24 
 

Common Ground: Loving Others Despite Our Differences  
 

 Whether it is in politics, the professional world, a party, or a pew, we face conflict 
every day. As discussions get more heated and social media is deluged with opinion-
spewing, hurt feelings, and broken relationships, we need hope and practical tools to 
navigate the tumultuous waters and live at peace with everyone. 
 Fortunately, the Scriptures hold the key to living at peace despite our differences. 
In Common Ground, a four-week Bible study, Amberly Neese combines stories of 
sibling rivalries from the Bible with personal experience, humor, hope, and her love of 
God’s Word. 
 

Stories examined from the Old and New Testaments include: 
 

- Joseph and His Brothers: How to Combat Jealousy 
- Moses, Miriam, and Aaron: How to Work Together Despite Differences 
- Mary, Martha, and Lazarus: How to Appreciate the Contributions of Others 
- Rachel and Leah: Having Compassion for the Plight of Others 
 

 These stories point us to peace and reconciliation in all our relationships, 
reassuring us that it is possible to find common ground with everyone—despite our 
differences. 
 

We will find biblical and practical help for: 
 

- Facing conflict 
- Navigating broken relationships 
- Handling heated discussions (in person and on social media) 
- Living at peace despite differences 
 

We hope you will join us for Common Ground beginning Wednesday, May 3.  
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Subscription 
If you would like to subscribe to The Trinity Times, 

have a change of address, or no longer wish to receive this publication,  
please contact the church office at (864) 224-2531 or by email at: trinityadm1809@gmail.com. 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

Volume 18, Issue 4 
APRIL  2023 
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