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“The Character of a Methodist” -  that is the name of a 
document that John Wesley published in 1742. He 
describes these as features of a good foundation for all 
Christians, and refers to them as “distinguishing 
marks” for Methodists. This foundational document was 
to provide the sustaining strength for what Methodism 
would become. “In it Wesley gives us five marks to 
confirm our identity as genuine and fruitful disciples 
and followers of Christ,” (Five Marks of a Methodist: 
The Fruit of a Living Faith).  
 

They are as follows:  
A Methodist Loves God 
A Methodist Rejoices in God 
A Methodist Give Thanks 
A Methodist Prays Constantly 
A Methodist Loves Others  

 

Wesley was quick to say that these marks were not 
exclusive to Methodists, but they were the qualities of 
life that any follower of Christ should exhibit. And when 
we do so, they should be both transforming for us, and 
draw us into relations with others.  
 

Therefore, living a life with “The Character of a 
Methodist” is not just one that John Wesley would 
commend, but it is a scriptural based spiritual life of 
abundance, and one in which I think God would be well 
pleased.  
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*Summer Worship @ 10am in sanctuary 
 

 

July Series - we will be looking at two chapters (7-8) of the letter to the 
Romans; Paul’s poetic vision of what it means to be a follower of Jesus and a 
part of the body of Christ.  
 

July 5 - “Delight in the Law” - Rev. Roy Mitchell  
 Scriptures: Matthew 11: 16-19,25-30; Romans 7: 15-25a 
 

July 12 - “Set Your Mind” - Rev. Roy Mitchell  
 Scriptures: Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23; Romans 8: 1-11 
 

July 19- “Wait with Eager Longing” - Rev. Roy Mitchell  
 Scriptures: Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43; Romans 8: 12-25  
 

July 26 - “More Than Conquerors” - Rev. Kathryn Bariou 
 Scriptures: Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52; Romans 8: 26-39  
 #Rev.Roy is preaching at 9am at Historic Providence UM Church  
 

 

 
August Series - "Rooted and Ready" - A Back-to-School Journey for Students, 
Families, Educators, and the Whole Church 
 

Aug 2 - "Rooted in Christ" - Blessing of the Backpacks 
Focus Scripture:  Colossians 2:6–7 
 

Aug 9 - "Ready to Learn" - Fortson Summer highlights and Tutoring 
Program 
Focus Scripture: Proverbs 1:1–7  
 

Aug 16 -  "Strength for the Journey" - Nevitt Forest Elementary and 
Trinity Women's Ministry  
Focus Scripture:  Isaiah 40:28–31  
 

Aug 23 - "Shine Your Light" - Trinity Preschool  
Focus Scripture: Matthew 5:14–16 
 

 

Aug 30 - "Be Generous and Abound in Every Good Work" -  
Welcome to AU College Students  
Focus Scripture:  2 Corinthians 9:6–11 

September 6 - “The Dignity of Work: Called to Serve”                    

Focus Scripture: James 2:14–26  

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

The service is live streamed so you can join us online from anywhere …when you can’t be here! 
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Red Shoe Reflections with Rev. Kathryn 
 
Over the last few weeks, I have been reminded of my "why." Your "why" is the driving 
reason behind everything you do. Naturally, my “why” is going to look different from yours, but 
discovering and holding onto it is vital. You may disagree, but I believe your “why” is so much 
deeper than simply saying, "Because I am a Christian." It is deeply personal, completely unique, 
and, at least for me, often incredibly hard to put into words. 
 
For me, this isn't just about why I follow Christ or why I knew I was called into ministry; it is much 
bigger than that. It encompasses how I live every single day. When I am disconnected from that 
“why”, I feel a bit lost. In those moments, it’s time to reevaluate and reflect: Why am I doing what I'm 
doing? Why do I feel the need to do it?  Our "why" can evolve over time, which is exactly why we 
need to revisit it. I didn't lose or forget mine, but I desperately needed a reminder. Events over the 
last few weeks brought me back to the basics. It is a feeling that is hard to explain, especially 
without tears, but it is deeply rooted in Isaiah 6:8: "Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 'Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?' And I said, 'Here am I; send me!'"  That verse may speak to 
your heart and help you understand my purpose, or it may not—and that is perfectly fine. Everyone's 
path is different. 
 
Do you know your "why"? Do you remember what drives you? Perhaps it is time to ask yourself if 
your original “why” is still the reason keeping you moving forward today. 

Online Giving 
  You may give online at 
www.trinityanderson.org/giving-2/. Create your 
own account by visiting the website and 
clicking on give and following the instructions 
there. Creating your own account lets you 
monitor your giving at any time during the year. 
For those who wish to give one-time gifts, you 
may also do that by clicking on “click here to 
give now.” You do not have to create an 
account to give one time. There is an option 
to contribute an additional 3% to help cover 
fees for your online transaction. 
 Certain funds are already listed. If you 
do not see a fund to which you wish to give or 
make a payment, choose one that is closely 
related and make a note in the comment 
section or send an email to 
trinityadm1809@gmail.com with the details of 
the transaction. Thank you! 

Thank You for Your Gifts! 
Ways to Give: 

Sunday offering—designated offering boxes 
 

In Person—drop off at the church office 
 

Online—trinityanderson.org/giving-2/ 
Choose the fund to which you wish to give 
(please include 3% fee)      
 

Mail  -     Trinity United 
Methodist Church 

1809 N. Main Street 
Anderson, SC  29621 

Interested in Joining Trinity United Methodist Church?  
 You may join by baptism and profession of faith, or by transfer from another 

United Methodist Church or another denomination if previously baptized. If you would like to learn 
more or discuss with a pastor, please contact Rev. Roy or Rev. Kathryn at the church office.  
 As members of this congregation (Trinity United Methodist Church - Anderson), we vow to 

faithfully participate in its ministries by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our 

witness 
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  General Fund (Budget) May 

Beginning Balance  $            1.51 

Income $   41,937.05 

Transfers $   10,808.36 

Expenses  

   Personnel $   39,323.15 
   Administration, Building,    
   Maintenance 

 $   13,175.54 

   Programs/Ministries $        245.65 

Ending Balance $            2.58 
     
Monthly Mission - May $     1,215.00 

  

2026 Apportionments Due $   61,755.00  

Apportionments Received to Date     $     1,810.00     

Trinity Financial Update 
The General Fund is our non-designated fund 
from which our operational expenses are paid. 

Sympathy 
 

The Trinity Congregation expresses Christian 
love and sympathy to 
 

 Stephanie Gill and family upon the death of 
her father, Ron Miskelley 

Fortson 
Community Partnership 

 

Our Summer Fun Days are going strong! 
Every Friday from 12:00 to 2:00 PM through 
the end of July, we are enjoying lunch, games, 
crafts, and fun with local children and teens. 
Each week we serve lunch to around 30 
participants. This summer outreach is all about 
building relationships and sharing the love of 
Christ with our community. 
 
If you have any questions about this 
partnership, please contact Michelle Lynch or 
Johnette Sherwood. Ready to dive in and help 
this summer? Sign up using this link - https://
forms.gle/8Gfks2wARZ3ZqXSJ6  

Monthly Mission News 
July 

This month our Monthly Mission Offering is 
going to support our own Trinity Children and 
Youth Funds. Dawn and her team are growing 
our programs and the more children we serve, 
the more funds that are needed. By 
supporting these funds, we can help foster 
growth and discipleship by heeding the words 
of Proverbs 22:6, “Point your kids in the right 
direction—when they’re old they won’t be 
lost” (The Message). 
 Our children and 
youth are not the future of 
the church , they are the 
church right now! 

Notes to Trinity 
Thank you so much for your generous gift to 
Safe Harbor. Your support enables us to 
continue providing critical and life-changing 
services to survivors of domestic abuse in the 
Upstate. 

Nancy Shepard 
Director of Development & Communications 

 
Thank you for your generous donation to 
Anderson Emergency Kitchen. We served 
33,195 hot lunches in 2025. Your donation 
will help us continue addressing hunger and 
food insecurity challenges among needy 
people in our community. 

Darlene Cleveland 
Corresponding Secretary 

Gifts 
Benevolence Fund 

In memory of Sara Gibson by 
 TUMC Cokesbury Class 
 

General Fund 
In honor of Ellie House by 
 Harold Bowers 
 
In memory of Sara Gibson by 
 Lillie Love 
 

Youth Fund 
In memory of Virgie Detter and 
Tony Detter by 
 Stephen & Pat Graham 

https://forms.gle/8Gfks2wARZ3ZqXSJ6
https://forms.gle/8Gfks2wARZ3ZqXSJ6
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Summer Schedule Extended 
Sunday School @ 9am; Worship @ 10am 

Beginning May 31 - September 6 
 

Summer worship at 10am will continue through Labor Day weekend. It was decided 
that August is still a crazy month with school starting and folks going off to college, etc. 
Since we normally combine on Labor Day weekend for one service anyway, with a meal 
following the service, the thoughts were that it would be best to wait until after that to 
return to our two services.  
 

I also wanted to express thank you to all those setting up the coffee and pastry tent on 
Sunday mornings and offering that hospitality. Thank you so much for that service to 
us all.  
 

And thank you to all our music folks who are making it work together, and our Sunday 
School classes making adjustments as well. Thank you for your vital ministries.  
 

Hope everyone is having a wonderful summer gardening, traveling, boating, and 
worshipping together.  
 

Grace and peace, 
Roy 

Thank You For Your Help in Making 
Rise Against Hunger a Success  

Thank you for being one of the over 500 volunteers who helped us 
setup, pack 125,000 meals, and clean up afterwards at this year’s 
Rise Against Hunger event at Annual Conference.  We could not 
have done this without you.  Right now those meals are on their 

way to a community in need as we got to demonstrate together what it looks like to be disciples of 
Jesus Christ who love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously.  Our efforts at this year’s annual 
conference to address world hunger are a reminder that we are a connectional church that is capa-
ble of doing world changing things to reveal God’s real and present reign in this world.  It has been 
my honor to serve alongside you.  I look forward to seeing what God is up to next with us! 

Grace and Peace, 
Rev. Bryan Pigford 

Pastor-Central UMC, Spartanburg, SC 

What is Stephen Minister? 
A Stephen Minister is a trained lay caregiver in our congregation who 
provides one-on-one support to individuals facing difficult life 
situations. This ministry focuses on offering emotional and spiritual care 
to those experiencing challenges such as grief, divorce, job loss, 
chronic illness, or other crises. Stephen Ministers are not counselors 
or problem solvers; instead, they listen, encourage, and pray with their 
care receivers, fostering a supportive relationship. 
Would you benefit from a Stephen Minister listening to you?  Please 

contact, Reverend Kathryn Bariou, at kmbariou@umcsc.org or Reverend Roy Mitchell at 

rmitchell@umcsc.org. They will assist you with the next steps of connecting with a member of the 

Stephen Ministry team. 

mailto:rmitchell@umcsc.org
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AIM Service date is July 9th from 1:00 - 
3:00 PM.  We will meet at Trinity at 12:45 
pm to bus over to AIM.  A snack will be 
provided but not a meal.  We will leave 
AIM to return to Trinity when we get done 
to hang out in the gym until parents pick 

up around 3:00. 

What’s Happening in a Glance 

July Edition 
Words to Ponder:    

“The larger the island of 

knowledge, the longer the 

shoreline of wonder.” 

- Ralph W. Sockman 

Follow us:  facebook.com/trinityandersonkids 

Hello, friends.  This month, our KIDS ministry will be hanging out on the beach a little longer and talking 

about where the water meets the sand.  We will look at the many ways and times that God/Jesus meets 

folks where the water and sand meet, too. Jonah, Moses, the Disciples and so many others have stories of 

‘waves’ of connection. When water meets the shore, incredible, powerful moments happen in faith - waters 

part, storms are calmed, miracle catches occur, Jesus is introduced and healing happens.  We cannot 

possibly look at all of the ways that water is mentioned in the Bible, but we can talk about our faith on the 

shore.  Are we too afraid to step into the deep and see what God has there for us to discover?  Are we like 

Peter and confident for two seconds but then sink when doubt sets in?  Are we like Jonah and too 

stubborn to say yes to God until it gets rough and we have to let go of our own attitude problem to help 

others (even ones we do not think deserve it)? Are we like Moses and facing a challenge that only God 

could move out of our way?  Are we like the paralyzed man by the pool who cannot seem to make it into 

the water but dreams of the day that he could be stronger, healthier or “normal”? Are we like the woman at 

the well who tried to hide from everyone only to meet up with the One who sees us all?  Are we relaxing 

and having breakfast with Jesus on the shore or sailing into a storm on the water like the disciples?  Even 

then, in every scenario, Jesus is with us. God sees us. We travel to the beach in the summer to fill up and 

unwind.  We still have those moments with Jesus, too. Water is a powerful part of our faith story.  Can we 

imagine what it was like for John the baptizer to watch as Jesus stepped into the water and they heard 

God speak? Baptism is more than a moment; it is the beginning of a journey. This month, may we all 

remember our baptism and be thankful.  Head to the shore; seek the Living Water and you will be amazed. 

July 10th  

Beach Night!  

5:30 - 7:30 PM 
Join us on the beach!  

Email childrentumc@gmail.com to 
RSVP and to get the details. 

Dinner will be served picnic style.  
Families, youth, couples and individuals 
are invited to attend, too. This is put on 
by the Children’s Ministry, but we are 

all God’s children. Jesus said to come to 
Him as a child, so... All are welcome to 
come out and see what washes up on the 

shore; you are invited, too!  Invite a 
friend or three… but, please RSVP for 

this one for food count. 

Midweek Meals and 

Lessons: Paused until 

August 19, 2026. 

Lessons for July 

Sunday School  

9:00 AM - 9:55 AM 

Water and Sand 

 

Week One - Story 

Week Two  - Science 

Week Three - Craft 

Week Four  - Snack 

 

Where Faith Connects 
 

*JAM Session* 

3rd - 5th Grade JAMS 

Paused for June and July  

Join us July 10th for 

TGIF. 

 

Key Passage:  

òIt was when he set limits for the 

sea so that the waters had to 
obey his command. When 

the LORD marked out the 

foundations of the earth,  

I was there. ó 

-Proverbs 8:29 NIrV 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/524014?ref=shoreline
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/524014?ref=shoreline
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/524014?ref=shoreline
https://www.azquotes.com/author/19967-Ralph_Washington_Sockman
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The Well Youth Ministry 
JULY 2026 

(Wednesday Night Meals and Midweek Well: Paused until August 19, 2026) 

Retreat/Service News 
SURVIVOR: July 13th-17th is our summer retreat. We will be 
heading to the beach. Please pray that the Lord will be noticeably 
present with us in big ways during this trip. 
VBS: Any youth who want to assist with Vacation Bible School are 
welcome to plug in.  Contact Dawn McLin to get added to the list of 
volunteers. 
Fortson Fun Fridays ends on July 24th.  Each Friday is an 
opportunity for youth to serve and connect through our outreach 
ministry. Youth can help serve lunch and lead activities each Friday 
from 12:00 - 2:00 pm. Summer activities include art days, games 
and water day. We hope that you can join in for a Friday Fun Day 
this summer. Questions about Fortson? Contact Michelle Lynch, 
happymommy3g@gmail.com or Dawn McLin. 

Our regular weekly youth (The Well) that meets on Sunday from 5:30 pm—7:30 pm will take a pause over 
the summer to allow for other ways of connecting through retreats, service projects and fun fellowship.  
Check out our Instagram, Facebook and website for details. We have our youth Sunday school class from 
9:00 am—9:55 am. If you are a youth or have a youth interested in plugging in this summer, email 
thewell.tumc@gmail.com or contact Dawn McLin for any information.   

7/3—12-2 pm Fortson Friday 

7/6—AIM Service and lunch after.  

We will meet at Trinity at 8:45 am 

to bus over to AIM and then head 

over for lunch on the bus after.  

Bring money for lunch.  We will 

return to the gym by 1:30 pm. 

7/10—12-2 pm Fortson Friday and 

5:30 pm—7:30 pm TGIF Our KIDS 

Ministry will be heading to the 

“beach.”  Any youth who want to 

attend or help with this one, 

contact Dawn. 

7/13-7/17—Summer Retreat at the 

Beach (Pray for a powerful week 

of camp) 

7/17—12-2 pm Fortson Friday 

7/20-7/23—VBS 

7/24—12-2 pm Last Fortson 

Friday 

We cannot thank our church 
family enough for the love and 
support for our youth ministry.  
We are getting to go on our 

beach retreat because Sunday 
School classes and individuals 

supported our fundraisers, 
sponsored individual youth and 
provided extra donations that 
made this possible.  Words 
cannot express how grateful 

we are for each of you. 

mailto:happymommy3g@gmail.com
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Campus/Business Report for July 2026 
 July being the seventh month of the year marks the “dog days of summer” running from July 
3

rd
 – August 11

th
 for some, for others it offers completeness, perfection, and rest based on the 

biblical account of God resting on the seventh day after creation as written in Philippians 1:6. 
 
*We have experienced at times drainage issues related to the kitchen over the past year, after the 
last occurrence of slow drainage and having a plumber attempt to open the line it was determined 
we needed to hire a large commercial company to send a camera through the system, examine 
conditions, power jet the lines of solids from inside the building and out to the street to clear years of 
grease buildup and pump out the pit. Over fifty years of buildup inside aging lines provided a huge 
task, hopefully we can avoid pouring food waste and grease down our kitchen sinks and drains 
which will keep our drain lines clear moving forward. 
 
*We have hired a company and ordered equipment to upgrade the sound system in the sanctuary, 
over the summer once supplies arrive, we will start the process of installation. 
 
*Starting the week of July 13

th
 – 17

th
 we will be painting inside the gym, including in the project will 

be scrape and treating rust, prep, spot prime, and painting the ceiling and walls including the wood 
paneling around the balcony. The gym will be closed to everyone that week to allow crews full 
access to safely operate lift equipment. Please be aware as we expect paint fumes over much of 
the area around the gym towards the Fellowship Hall during the project. Funding is provided 
through designated accounts for such projects. 
 
*We hired a professional tree company to trim dead limbs from the Deodar cedar at the entry to 
parking lot A, and remove two trees at parking lot B which was causing complaints having grown 
into the building behind the church and power lines.  
 
*We thank Mark Gaillard for his donation and install of a new LED light at door #20, the new fixture 
will provide security and comfort around the picnic shelter and door area. 
 
*The Preschool is arranging a CPR Training Class on July 27

th
 at 9am in Asbury Hall, If you are a 

Trinity member who would like attend this class and be apart of our church CPR / Safety Team 
please contact the church office by July 20

th
, your fee could be covered by Trinity UMC. 

 
 

Sunday Safety Teams for July 2026 
  July 5

th
 Norm Teater & Fred Wightman     July 12

th
 David Ford 

  July 19
th
 David Miller    July 26

th
 Marvin McLin 

 

Peace, 
David Ford, Business & Facilities Manager  
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$75k for 75 Years 
 In last month's newsletter, Roy introduced our new capital campaign at TUMC focusing on 
gym renovations. Our gym is one of the most used locations in the church and over time has begun 
to show some wear and tear. Using the feedback from the recent dream sessions, this is the area 
that got consistent feedback and the vision was created to renovate this space to make it as nice as 
possible. Many of these improvement ideas have been talked about and needed for years and now 
is the time to make them happen. 
  As always, it is crucial to to keep everyone up to date and to share the details around this 
campaign and what to expect in the coming months. The overall financial goal of the campaign is to 
raise $75K in honor of our 75th anniversary. A previous gift to the church is also available to help us 
get started, but more capital is needed to achieve all our goals. We plan to begin accepting 
donations starting in July and will wrap up the fundraising campaign at the end of the year. Specific 
details will follow in a future update on how to contribute. 
  At this point, Gym renovations and improvements have been identified but not limited to: 
  - Paint 
  - Floor  
  - Restroom 
  - Cooling 
 Background work has already started looking into these areas trying to address each 
improvement in the most cost effective manner possible. Paint improvements will now be kicking off 
in July using the gift funds previously mentioned. Obviously, the more the campaign raises the more 
we can do to improve our gym space with the Trustee Committee’s approval and planning. 
  A capital campaign committee will begin meeting in July to help facilitate this process and 
make decisions on improvement priorities, designs, and getting the most bang for the buck. If you're 
interested in being part of this team, please contact the church office. 
  In the coming weeks and months more details with fundraising progress and next 
improvement steps will be shared as our renovation plans transform the gym space into something 
we can all be proud of. Please start considering and planning now what you may be led to 
contribute to this exciting capital campaign for Trinity United Methodist Church. 

 

For more information, you may contact:  
Church Council Chair, Mike Ross 

Trustees Chair, Julia Bolen 

Business and Facilities Manager, David Ford 

Wednesday Night Dinners 
Fall 2026 

 
 Our Wednesday Night Dinners start 
back August 19 at 5:30 pm.  It is a wonderful 
time of fellowship for our church family. 
 Dava and David House are continuing 
to prepare our meals this year, but we will be 
looking for help to set-up, serve and clean-
up.  Look for a sign up to come soon. 
 We also have two Life Groups, one at 
4:30 and one at 6:15 that will start back on 
the 19

th
. 
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Disciple I 
 We had so much fun last year at our Disciple I Fast Track classes, that we’ve decided to offer 
it again! Ask anyone who was in the class last year – they will tell you it was thought provoking, a lot 
of reading, and a lot of discussion with a lot of laughter. In fact, many of those folks will be joining the 
Disciple II class this year!   
 Studying the Bible is essential to becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ. Disciple I classes cover 
the entire Bible—from Genesis to Revelation. Groups meet for a total of 24 weeks, broken down into 
two 12-week sessions, 3-5 chapters of the Bible to read daily. Weekly sessions last 90 minutes. 
 Evening classes will begin on September 10 for orientation and will be led by Jim Brookshire 
and Linda Peterson. 

Come see what all the fuss is about! 

Disciple II 
 Disciple I grads! It’s time to move on to Disciple II! To anyone who has finished Disciple I any 
time anywhere, we hope you will join us for Disciple Fast Track II (Into the Word, Into the World), a 
24-week, accelerated adaptation of the original DISCIPLE II Bible study. Designed for busy 
schedules, it covers four foundational books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, Luke, and Acts. 
 This will be facilitated by Anne Tavenner and Marcia Whaley. 
 

Join us on July 12 in the Hope classroom at 11:00 am for a more in-depth information 
session. Also on August 9 in the Family room at 10:00 am and the Hope classroom 

at 12:00 pm.  
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Subscription 
If you would like to subscribe to The Trinity Times, 

have a change of address, or no longer wish to receive this publication,  
please contact the church office at (864) 224-2531 or by email at: trinityadm1809@gmail.com. 

Trinity United Methodist Staff 
 Rev. Leonard Fairleyéé...éééé.éSC Annual Conference Bishop 
 Rev. Steve A. Patterson, Jr..éé....Anderson District Superintendent 
 Rev. Roy Mitchellé..éé...éééé..é.éé.éééééééééé..Pastor 
Rev. Kathryn Bariouééé.éMinister of Discipleship and Outreach 
Mrs. Brenda Stephensééééééééé...Administrative Assistant/ 

                                                                                    Financial Secretary 
        Mrs. Dawn McLinééééééééééééé.Director of Children & 

                                                                               Youth Ministries 
 Dr. Don R. Campbell.é.é.éééé.éé..Director of Chancel Choir 
 Dr. James Clarkéééééééé.éééé.éééééééééé.Organist 
 Mr. David Ford......é.éééé...é..éBusiness and Facilities Manager 

        Mrs. Rosalie HovencampééCommunications/Media Coordinator 
                                                                               Oasis Worship Leader 
        Mrs. Tiffany FowlerééééééééééééééDirector of Preschool 
        Mr. Jerry Norrisééééééééééééééééééééééé...Sexton 
                
        Church Officeééééééé...ééé....éééééé..Phone:  224-2531 
                                                        Fax:  224-2532  Preschool:  224-9082 

 
www.trinityanderson.org  www.facebook.com/tumcwell 

 

       Office hours      Monday - Thursday      8:30 am  -  2:30 pm 
      Friday              Closed 
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